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consumption. There were fourteen times as many tractors in
use in the Soviet Union in 1938 as there were in 19138, and
between 1930 and 1940 the number of motor vehicles on
the roads rose from 57,000 to 810,000.
At Sungait, to the north of Baku, the by-products from the
oil-refineries are utilized for the production of chemicals and
synthetic rubber. There are also large factories at Erivan
engaged upon the manufacture of the latter commodity from
calcium carbide. Armenian limestone, and coal from the
mines at Tquarchelly and Tquibuli, in Georgia, are used for
the production of calcium carbide. In addition to these raw
materials, large quantities of electric power are required. In
order to produce one ton of rubber as much electric power
is required as is necessary to produce a ton of aluminium.
Hence the importance of the Lake Sevan hydro-electric
stations, described above.
Almost as important as oil are the deposits of manganese
found in Georgia, near Chiatury. The ores, which contain
over 60 per cent, of metal, are used to harden steel. The
U.S.S.R. possesses 73 per cent, of the world reserves of man-
ganese, and approximately two-thirds of the amount produced
in the Soviet Union in 1937 (1,650,000 metric tons) came from
the Chiatury mines. The ore is refined near the mines, and
also at Poti. It is then sent to the chief metallurgical centres,
particularly to those in the Urals. New deposits have been
discovered at Labino and Maikop. Although high-quality
magnetite iron ore is mined and smelted at Dashkezan, in
Armenia, and iron and steel are produced at Tbilisi in order
to supply the engineering works, the ferrous metallurgical
industry is still in the early stages of development and cannot
be compared with that of the Urals, or other large centres of
heavy industry. The production of copper, on the other hand,
is of national importance. Armenia produces about one-eighth
of the copper mined in the U.S.S.R. There are mines near
Dashkezan, and the refineries and smelting works at Allahverd
and Kafan, in Armenia, produce 10,000 tons annually.
There are other deposits of this ore at Akhtala (south cf
Tbilisi), and in the Tchorokh valley in Southern Adjaristan,